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HISTORY OF THE DECCAN

always an open question between the Imperial governors
and the Mahrattas, and, when subsequently the Nizam
made himself independent, between them and the

Nizam.

In the meantime, whilst Aurangzebe was occupied
in the Deccan, the large tract of country between the
Nerbudda and Delhi, occupied by the great province of
Malwa, was left unprotected.   Thither some of the pre-
datory Mahratta chiefs went, followed by their depre-
dating  armies,  creating   each  for  himself  a   separate
sphere  of influence  though  still  professing   allegiance
to their sovereign at   Sattara,  and afterwards to his
deputy at Poona.   This was the origin of Scindia, Holkar,
Baroda and the Bhonslah Rajahs of Nagpur, or, as they
are generally called in history, the Rajahs of Berar.    But
these  Mahratta   chiefs,   although   they  were   occupied
in extending their respective spheres of influence north
of the Narbudda, always retained a strong affection for,
and interest in the villages from which their ancestors
had come,  and where their relatives  resided.    These
villages they generally managed to acquire by grant or by
purchase, and so, whilst exercising their chief power at a
considerable  distance,   they  managed  to   gqt,   and  to
keep  with  the utmost  jealousy,  jaghirs  and  villages
situated in the south, some of which were actually in the
Nizam's territory.   In the provinces to the north of the
Narbudda, their chiefs did not always exercise an actual
sovereignty for the country was full of semi-independent
chiefs and Rajahs, really vassals of Delhi.    Some  of
the   country   the   Mahrattas   succeeded   in   annexing
entirely, and this was then called Suraj or Swaraj, as for
instance, Oojjaein, Gwalior, Indoor, Baroda and Nagpur,
with their surrounding districts; whilst the semi-independ-
ent Rajahs were made to  pay chouth,   surdeshmucki,